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Chambers Legal Practice Guides
For more than 20 years, Chambers Legal Guides have ranked lawyers and law firms across 
the world. Chambers now offer clients a new series of Legal Practice Guides, which contain 
practical guidance on doing legal business in key jurisdictions. We use our knowledge of 
the world’s best lawyers to select leading law firms in each jurisdiction to write the ‘Law 
& Practice’ sections. In addition, the ‘Trends & Developments’ sections analyse trends and 
developments in local legal markets. The ‘Doing Business In’ sections, based on the views 
of clients with in-depth international experience, contain hard-won knowledge about typi-
cal local problems and how to overcome them – information usually missing from official 
guides.

Disclaimer: The information in this guide is provided for general reference only, not as 
specific legal advice. Views expressed by the authors are not necessarily the views of the law 
firms in which they practise. For specific legal advice, a lawyer should be consulted.
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Our Editorial Team

The Editors

The Editors are responsible for the overall content of their guides and for managing the 
research team.

Rieta Ghosh
Publishing Director.
Graduated in Ancient 
History at Durham 
University. Former Cli-
ent Information Man-

ager with a European market research 
agency. Previously worked at a leading 
business advisory company.

Jonathan Rubin
Editor-in-Chief. Grad-
uated with Honours in 
Law from the Univer-
sity of Kent in 2006. 
Completed the LPC 

at BPP College in London. Quali-
fied as a solicitor in 2009, training 
with a top American firm in London 
and Dubai. Recently completed an 
LLM in Law and Political Justice at  
Birkbeck College, University of Lon-
don.

Claire Oxborrow
Editor, Legal Practice 
Guides. Graduated 
with a First in Mod-
ern History from the 
University of St An-

drews in 2005. During postgraduate 
studies at the LSE she worked as a 
visiting lecturer at the University of 
Roehampton. After completing the 
GDL and the LPC she spent time as 
a volunteer at the Brunel Museum.

Here you can see our editors, deputy editors and researchers. They are all currently (May 
2014) working full-time at our head office in central London. More biographical informa-
tion can be found on the ‘About Us’ page of our website.

Alex Marsh
Managing Editor, 
Chambers Confidential. 
Graduated with a First 
in English Literature 
from Manchester Uni-

versity. Also has an MA with Dis-
tinction in Contemporary Literature 
and Novel Writing. Has previously 
worked as a researcher with a City 
headhunting firm and at a business 
knowledge centre.

Andrés Jaramillo 
Mejía
Latin America Edi-
tor. Graduated in Law 
from the Pontificia 
Universidad Javeriana 

in Bogotá, Colombia, and holds a 
Masters (LLM) Cum Laude in Euro-
pean Intellectual Property Law from 
Stockholm University. He is a quali-
fied lawyer in Colombia, with signifi-
cant experience in media, entertain-
ment and intellectual property law.

Antony Cooke
Student Editor. Grad-
uated from Durham 
University in Russian 
& French. Taught 
English at St. Peters-

burg State University. Previously 
worked at Michelin, and at Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers as an audit associ-
ate in Investment Management. Flu-
ent in Russian and French.

Dee Sekar
Editor, Women in 
Law. Studied Law 
(LLB) at Queen Mary 
College, University 
of London, and com-

pleted the Legal Practice Course at 
BPP Law School. Trained at a City 
firm and worked as a Project Finance 
solicitor. Also has a background in 
events and international marketing.

Edward Shum
Editor for Africa, 
Canada, the Middle 
East, Caribbean and 
Global-wide sections. 
Studied Law at Mag-

dalene College, Cambridge. Previ-
ously worked at a South London  
law firm.

Georgia Brooks
Europe Editor. Gradu-
ated with an MA in 
Ancient History from 
UCL and a BA Hons in 
Classics from the Uni-

versity of Warwick. Previously worked 
in marketing and as a freelance 
translator and travel writer. Speaks  
Arabic, French and Italian.
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Our Editorial Team

The Editors continued

The Deputy Editors

The Deputy Editors work with the Researchers and the Editors to ensure the rankings and 
commentary are a true reflection of the market.

Bryony Hirsch
UK Deputy Editor. 
Graduated with an 
honours degree in 
History from the Uni-
versity of York. Com-

pleted a GDL at the College of Law 
in York and an LPC at the College of 
Law in Bloomsbury.

Christopher Teevan
USA Deputy Editor. 
Graduated from the 
University of Warwick 
in 2006 with Honours 
in English Literature. 

Also holds an MA in Creative Writ-
ing from Royal Holloway, University 
of London. 

Deborah Lewis
UK Deputy Editor. 
Graduated from the 
University of Notting-
ham in 2009 with a BA 
in Law with Australian 

Law after spending a year abroad at 
the University of Melbourne. Subse-
quently completed an MA in Media   
Practice from the University of Sydney.

Francesca Lean
Europe Deputy Edi-
tor. Graduated from 
Newcastle University 
in 2008 with a BA in 
French and German, 

with Spanish. Has previously worked 
in multilingual financial recruitment. 
Speaks French and German.

Georgina Watts
UK Deputy Editor. 
Read Classics at The 
Queen’s College, Ox-
ford. Completed the 
GDL at The City Law 

School as a Lincoln’s Inn Bar scholar.

Graham Gilbert
Client Research Team 
Leader. Graduated in 
Ancient History from 
University of Exeter 
in 2010. Subsequently 

converted to law by undertaking the 
GDL at City, where he also took the 
Bar exams.

Gregory Simkins
Assistant Publisher. 
Graduated with a de-
gree in English from 
Cambridge University 
before obtaining a dis-

tinction for his Masters in Postmod-
ern Literature at Royal Holloway. 
Previously worked as an English tu-
tor in Moscow and Dubai.

Ignacio Abella
Editor In-house. BA 
(Hons) English, Uni-
versidad de Oriente, 
Cuba. Bilingual in 
English and Spanish. 

Extensive experience in market re-
search, translation/interpretation, and 
social media.

James Cowdell
UK Bar Editor. Bar-
rister. Read Modern 
History at The Queen’s 
College, Oxford. Prac-
tised at the Criminal 

Bar for five years and was a fee earner 
in the family department of a leading 
London law firm. 

Jamie Horne
UK Editor. Graduated 
in 2008 from Emma-
nuel College, Cam-
bridge, with an hon-
ours degree in History.

Laura Mills
USA Editor. Graduat-
ed with a BA in Histo-
ry and Middle Eastern 
Studies from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh 

and an MA in Middle Eastern Studies 
from the School of Oriental and Af-
rican Studies, University of London.  
Has studied French, Arabic, Spanish  
and Turkish.

Shi-Ning Koay
Asia-Pacific Editor. 
Graduated in Law 
from the University of 
Manchester. Complet-
ed the Bar Vocational 

Course and was subsequently called 
to the Bar in 2005. Trained with a 
leading Malaysian law firm and was 
called to the Malaysian Bar in 2006.

Stephen Wallace
Editor, Chambers 
Confidential. Gradu-
ated in Law from the 
University of Kent at 
Canterbury in 2006.
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Harriet Carter 
Global Deputy Edi-
tor. Graduated with a 
First in English from 
the University of York. 
Completed an MA in 

Aberystwyth and a PhD in Creative 
and Critical Writing at the Univer-
sity of East Anglia. Taught English 
literature and creative writing at both 
school and undergraduate level, and 
has written two novels.

Jane Pasquali
USA Deputy Editor. 
Graduated with a First 
in Spanish and Italian 
from Exeter University 
in 2007. Has lived and 

taught in Madrid and Barcelona, and 
worked for three years in a financial 
spreadbetting company in London. 
Awarded a PGCE with Distinction 
in Primary Education and Spanish 
in 2011.

Joanna Haber
Global Deputy Editor. 
Graduated in Public 
Affairs and Manage-
ment and Interna-
tional Development 

from Carleton University in Canada 
and holds a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Journalism from the London School 
of Journalism. Speaks French.

Jon Comlay
UK Bar Deputy Editor. 
Graduated in History 
from the University of 
York in 2005.

Katherine Yu
Europe Deputy Edi-
tor. Graduated with an 
MA in International 
Relations and Modern 
History from the Uni-

versity of St Andrews in 2009. Pre-
viously worked in local government 
before completing the GDL at the 
College of Law. Speaks Shanghainese.

Kimberley Staines
USA Deputy Edi-
tor. Graduated with a 
BA in English Litera-
ture, Film & Theatre 
from the University 

of Reading, before completing the 
Graduate Diploma in Law and Legal 
Practice Course at BPP Law School.

Leila Afshar
Latin America Deputy 
Editor. Graduated in 
Law from King’s Col-
lege London; holds an 
MSc in Development 

and Anthropology from the London 
School of Economics.

Lucy Craig
Europe Deputy Editor. 
Graduated from the 
University of Oxford 
in 2011 with a BA in 
French and German. 

Previously taught English as a for-
eign language in Germany. Speaks 
French and German, and is currently 
learning Russian. Oversees research 
in Germany.

Madalena Andrade
Latin America Deputy 
Editor. Graduated 
in English Literature 
with Publishing from 
Loughborough Uni-

versity. Previous experience includes 
teaching English as a foreign lan-
guage and translating. Madalena is a 
Portuguese national.

Mayeni Jones
Global Deputy Edi-
tor.  Graduated from 
the School of Oriental 
and African Studies 
(SOAS) in Interna-

tional Studies and Diplomacy. Also 
has a BA in Modern Languages from 
the University of Oxford. Has worked 
for humanitarian organisations in 
Brazil and Sierra Leone. Fluent in 
French, Portuguese and Spanish.

Michael Perkin
USA Deputy Editor. 
Graduated in English 
Language and Linguis-
tics from the Universi-
ty of Sheffield. Worked 

as a journalist for Hayters Press 
Agency and has had copy printed in 
a number of national newspapers, in-
cluding The Daily Telegraph and the 
Mail on Sunday.

Nicolás Obregón 
Fox
Latin America Dep-
uty Editor.  Studied 
literature in Madrid 
before gaining sub-

stantial journalistic experience with 
a market-leading consumer maga-
zine. Worked for three years as a re-
searcher/writer for a travel magazine. 
Speaks fluent Spanish and intermedi-
ate French.

Peter Whitfield 
USA Deputy Editor. 
Gained an MA with 
Distinction in Phi-
losophy at Birkbeck 
College, University of 

London, and is currently working to-
wards a research degree in the subject 
at the same institution. Previously 
earned a BA in English Literature 
from the University of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne.

Phil Roe
Chambers Associate 
Deputy Editor. Joined 
Chambers & Partners 
in 2007 from a global 
executive search firm, 

where he advised private equity 
clients. Graduated with an MA in 
English from Oxford University, and 
is a theatre critic for London-based 
newspapers in his free time.

Sam Morris
Stu d e nt / As s o c i at e 
Deputy Editor. Gradu-
ated from the Uni-
versity of Leiden, The 
Netherlands, with a 

The Deputy Editors continued
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The Deputy Editors continued

First in Political Science in 2008 and 
from the London School of Econom-
ics with an MSc in Comparative Poli-
tics in 2009. Has worked for Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Speaks 
Dutch and German. 

Sara Veale
Stu d e nt / As s o c i at e 
Deputy Editor. Gradu-
ated Magna Cum 
Laude from Univer-
sity of North Carolina 

at Charlotte with degrees in English 
and Dance; recently completed MA 
in English at University College Lon-
don. She is a published poet and free-
lances as a literary critic.

Sarah Kogan
Asia-Pacific Deputy Ed-
itor. Graduated from 
Oxford University in 
2004 with a degree in 
English Language & 

Literature. Worked in the television 
industry as a Researcher and Associ-
ate Producer. Completed the GDL in 
2011 at the College of Law.

Simon Christian
UK Deputy Editor. 
Studied Law at Univer-
sity College London 
and called to the Bar at 
the Middle Temple.

Stefan Corre 
USA Deputy Editor. 
Graduated from Leeds 
University with a de-
gree in Philosophy. 
Attended the College 

of Law in London and worked as a 
solicitor in the West End of London.   

Steven Preston
UK Deputy Editor.
Graduated from Uni-
versity College Lon-
don with an LLB.

Timothy Shaw
Asia-Pacific Deputy 
Editor. Graduated with 
a BA (Hons) in French 
and Spanish from Uni-
versity College Lon-

don in 2010 and spent a year as an 

ERASMUS scholar in Paris and Va-
lencia. Completed the GDL and the 
LPC. Fluent in Mandarin and native 
Cantonese speaker. 

William Robertson
Europe Deputy Editor. 
Graduated from Not-
tingham University 
with a BA (Hons) in 
Geography in 2012. 

Previously a section editor for Notting-
ham University magazine Impact.

Yvonne Berman 
Asia-Pacific Deputy 
Editor. Having com-
pleted a law degree 
(at the University of 
North London) be-

came a member of the Bar of Eng-
land and Wales (non-practising) and 
spent several years in industry and 
private practice in IP, specialising in 
trade marks and copyright.

The Assistant Editors and Senior Researchers

The Assistant Editors and Senior Researchers are responsible for interviewing clients and 
lawyers and for assisting with the rankings and commentary.

Alexis Hercules
Confidential Assistant 
Editor. Graduated with 
a BA in Writing with 
English Literature and 
Cultural History from 

Liverpool John Moores University, 
an MA in Periodical Journalism from 
The University of Westminster, and 
an MA in English Literature from 
Queen Mary, University of London.

Angela Castillo-Diaz
Latin America Sen-
ior Assistant Editor. 
Graduated in Journal-
ism from Universidad 
Central de Venezuela; 

holds a Master’s degree from Uni-
versidad Antonio de Nebrija and an 
MBA in Marketing from University 
of Wales, Cardiff Institute. Fluent in 
English and a native Spanish speaker.

Anna Winter
Stu d e nt / As s o c i at e 
Senior Researcher.
Graduated with a BA 
in English Literature 
from Balliol College, 

Oxford. Took journalism qualifica-
tions following internships at The 
Observer and The New Statesman 
magazine.

Ben McCarthy
Student/Associate Sen-
ior Researcher.Gradu-
ated from the Univer-
sity of Reading with a 
First in History; also 

presented a paper at the International 
Children of War Conference in 2011. 
Writes for a film review site in his 
spare time.

Claudia Solaro
Confidential Senior 
Resarcher. Graduated 
with a First in French 
and Classics from the 
University of Reading. 

Fluent in French and Italian.
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The Assistant Editors and Senior Researchers continued

David Watson
Asia Senior Research-
er. Has a BA in Mod-
ern History from Ke-
ble College, Oxford, 
an MA in War Studies 

from King’s College, London, and 
over 20 years’ experience researching 
military historical matters for a Min-
istry of Defence Agency.

Eleanor Bramall
Legal Practice Guides 
Assistant Editor. Gradu-
ated with a BA in Law 
from Magdalen Col-
lege, Oxford. Previously 

worked in immigration at the Home 
Office.

Fiona Wong
Confidential Senior 
Researcher. Holds a BA 
(First) and an MPhil 
in English from the 
Chinese University of 

Hong Kong, and a PhD in English and 
Comparative Literary Studies from the 
University of Warwick. Has been writ-
ing for publishing companies and an 
online magazine. Speaks Cantonese 
and Mandarin.

Francois Gill
UK Assistant Edi-
tor.  Graduated with a 
First in History from 
University College 
London in 2006. Went 

on to complete a Master’s in the sub-
ject at UCL. Speaks French.

Giverny Tattersfield
Practice Guides Senior 
Researcher. Graduated 
with a BA in English 
Literature from the 
University of Cam-

bridge. Recently worked as an editor 
and travel writer.

Hannah Campaigne
UK/USA Assistant Edi-
tor. Graduated from the 
University of Sheffield 
in 2009 with a BA in 
Politics and Philoso-

phy, then completed the GDL at BPP 
in Manchester. Taught English in In-
dia, and spent time living in France.

Indy Tsang 
UK/US Assistant Edi-
tor. Graduated from 
Regent’s Park College, 
Oxford, with a degree 
in English Literature. 

Was active in student drama and 
writes fiction in her spare time.

Jack Torbet
Asia Senior Research-
er. Graduated with an 
LLB (Hons) in Law 
and French Language 
from the University of 

Glasgow. Holds an LLM from SOAS 
in Human Rights, Conflict and Jus-
tice. Spent a year studying Interna-
tional Law at the Université de Stras-
bourg in France.

Jack Watkins
Stu d e nt / As s o c i ate 
Senior Researcher. 
Graduated with a BA 
Honours degree in 
History from the Uni-

versity of Sheffield in 2010.

Jacob Moffatt
Global Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated 
with a BA in Philoso-
phy in 2011 and an 
MA in Social and Po-

litical Philosophy from the Univer-
sity of Exeter in 2012.

James Booth
UK/USA Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated 
from the University of 
Manchester with a BA 
in History and com-

pleted the Graduate Diploma in Law 

at BPP Law School. Has worked as a 
freelance researcher and writer.

Jamie Yule
Europe Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated 
with a degree in law 
from Oxford. Also 
holds an LLM with 

Distinction from Dundee University.

Joe Twomey
Europe Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated with 
a degree in Modern 
Languages (French) 
from New College, 

Oxford. Previously taught English 
as a foreign language in Paris, and 
worked for a book supply company 
on tender bids in Africa. 

Jurgita 
Meskauskaite
Europe Assistant Edi-
tor. Graduated with an 
MA in Development 
Management from the 

University of Westminster in 2007. 
Previously worked as a business jour-
nalist in Lithuania and freelanced 
in London. Fluent in Russian and 
Lithuanian.

Katherine Hughes
Europe Assistant Edi-
tor. Graduated from 
the University of Leeds 
in 2007 with a First 
in Latin and Italian. 

Previously worked as a tour guide in 
Rome. Speaks Italian.

Kielan Thompson
Confidential Assistant 
Editor. Graduated 
with a BA (First) in 
History and English in 
2007, before complet-

ing an MRes in Russian Literature 
from the University of Keele in 2009.
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The Assistant Editors and Senior Researchers continued

Kim Addison
Europe Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated 
in English Studies 
from the University of 
Leicester in 2009. Cur-

rently studying the GDL at BPP Law 
School. Speaks French.

Mandeep Sran
UK/US Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated in 
Law from the School 
of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) at the 

University of London, and completed 
the Legal Practice Course at Notting-
ham Law School. Qualified as a solici-
tor in 2009 specialising in litigation.

Matthew Adams
UK/USA Assistant 
Editor. Has a DPhil in 
English from Merton 
College, Oxford.

Matthew James
Europe Assistant Edi-
tor. Graduated from 
Newcastle University 
with a First in History 
in 2008. Has previous-

ly worked in an IP firm in Australia 
and an investment bank. 

Miriam Urgelles-Coll
Europe Senior Re-
searcher. Graduated 
with an MA in Compu-
tational Linguistics be-
fore completing a PhD 

in Theoretical Linguistics, both from  
Essex University.

Natalia Tejedor Sanz
Europe Assistant Editor. 
Graduated in English 
Studies from the Uni-
versity of Valladolid, 
and holds a Postgrad-

uate Certificate in Research Training 
from the University of Hull. Speaks 

Spanish and French. Oversees re-
search in Spain and Portugal.

Paul Rance 
Student/Associate As-
sistant Editor. Gradu-
ated from Exeter Uni-
versity with a First 
in English Literature, 

and also spent a year abroad at the 
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Introduction
Contributed by Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

The litigation team at Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP regularly advises clients on some of 
the largest and most complex matters pending in courts throughout the United States at both 
first instance and the appellate level, as well as in domestic and international arbitrations. 
The group of experienced trial lawyers offers a broad spectrum of expertise that includes 
antitrust, bankruptcy, corporate governance, general commercial, mergers and acquisitions, 
securities and intellectual property matters, as well as investigations and white-collar crimi-
nal defence. Cravath has an established reputation for representing overseas clients from a 
range of industries in US litigation and in domestic and international arbitrations.

The authors
New York-based chairman of the firm Evan R Chesler wins praise as “one of the pre-em-
inent trial lawyers in the country.” He has extensive trial and appellate experience in state 
and federal courts across the United States and regularly handles business critical litigation 
across a wide range of practice areas such as general commercial, securities, antitrust and in-
tellectual property. Chesler also represents companies and their management in arbitrations 
and in connection with government and internal investigations. He has authored numerous 
articles related to the practice of litigation. Chesler is a fellow of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers and President of the Dwight Opperman Institute of Judicial Administration. 
He also teaches an advanced trial practice seminar at New York University School of Law.

Partner Timothy G Cameron offers expertise in a broad range of litigation and arbitra-
tion, including in commercial, tax, antitrust and securities matters. He has particular experi-
ence representing international clients in federal and state courts in the United States and 
in domestic and international arbitrations. A New Zealander, Cameron is a board member 
of the New York International Arbitration Center, and a published author on the subjects of 
dispute resolution and evidentiary law.

Overview
Litigation is becoming increasingly global. It is not unusual to have disputes related to simi-
lar issues pending in several different countries, or to be involved in a single dispute fought 
out in litigation across a number of different jurisdictions. Even though similar – and some-
times identical – disputes are being litigated in courts around the world, the law applied 
in different jurisdictions can vary significantly and greatly affect those claims. Although 
a detailed inquiry into the differences in the substantive law that governs such claims is 
beyond the scope of this book, the general structure and operation of a particular country’s 
legal system can also affect the outcome of a case and play an important part in shaping a 
client’s global litigation strategy. For that reason, the purpose of this book is to serve as a 
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concise and pragmatic guide to some of the key features of different legal systems, in differ-
ent countries, around the globe. 

This book features information from practitioners in 64 countries around the world about 
the operation of the legal systems in their home countries. Their responses, organised by 
country, follow this introduction. Each chapter provides practical information about key 
aspects of litigation in a particular country that is relevant to anyone involved in, or consid-
ering, litigation there. Inside, you will find information about everything from statutes of 
limitations and the requirements to commence suit, to how trials and appeals are conducted. 
You will also find information about topics such as pretrial proceedings in the different coun-
tries, whether discovery and dispositive motions are available, and the privileges that are 
recognised in each jurisdiction. Additionally, this book provides information about how dif-
ferent countries are responding to current trends in litigation, such as representative actions, 
punitive damages, litigation funding and alternative dispute resolution. 

In this introduction, we discuss the increasing prevalence of worldwide, multi-jurisdiction-
al litigation, highlighting some of the interesting similarities and differences between legal 
systems that are revealed in the chapters, and their various approaches to alternative dispute 
resolution methods, all of which may be relevant when developing a litigation strategy. We 
also discuss what appears to be an interesting trend of more countries adopting class action 
litigation procedures. 

More Frequent Multi-Jurisdictional Litigation
Litigation is alive and well around the world, and the ever-shrinking globe means that dis-
putes can often wind up proceeding in a number of different countries. We expect that multi-
jurisdictional litigation will continue to be a key component of some large-scale disputes 
and, consequently, developing a successful litigation strategy requires an understanding of 
the different judicial systems to which your client may be subjected. 

Moreover, multi-jurisdictional cases are expanding. For example, as both physical prod-
ucts and technology move more easily and quickly throughout the world, disputes over issues 
such as intellectual property rights frequently involve litigation in several different coun-
tries. Even securities litigation claims – traditionally litigated predominantly in the US – are 
now more frequently being brought in other countries. While that is, presumably, partly in 
response to the United States Supreme Court’s decision in Morrison v. National Australia 
Bank Ltd., 561 U.S. 247 (2010), which limited the ability to bring claims in the United States 
related to stocks traded on a foreign exchange, it may also be driven partly by the availability 
of different legal systems to litigate those types of disputes and the advantages and disad-
vantages of each. 

Varied Legal Systems Around the World
Although similar types of disputes are being litigated in many different countries, this book 
shows that there are a number of significant differences between the legal systems of many 
of the countries discussed herein. For example, one forum may provide greater confidenti-
ality, while another has more open access to court records and proceedings. The chapters 
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also reflect significant differences in other ways, such as the use of expert testimony. Some 
countries permit parties to introduce evidence from their own expert witness while others, 
like Italy, approach expert testimony differently. There, a judge can appoint an expert to 
assist him or her in resolving factual issues and the parties can then retain their own experts 
to comment on and critique the results reached by the judge’s expert. 

However, there are also many striking similarities across many of the legal systems of the 
countries surveyed. To take just one example, the chapters reflect that pre-trial discovery is 
generally quite limited in most of the countries surveyed – the US is an obvious exception, 
of course – and that, even in jurisdictions that permit pre-trial discovery, taking witness tes-
timony is generally not allowed before trial. Relatedly, and perhaps unsurprisingly, countries 
without pre-trial discovery generally do not have a procedure for dispositive motions. 

As litigation becomes increasingly global, we believe that understanding the legal system 
in which you are litigating – and the similarities and differences between it and those of 
other countries – is an important part of developing a cohesive, global litigation strategy. 
Particularly because the outcome of a result in one jurisdiction may affect, whether practi-
cally or directly, the outcome of related proceedings in a different country, the stakes may 
be larger than just the narrow proceedings in one country, and may depend, in some part, on 
that country’s legal system. The information collected in this book should be a good starting 
point to better understand those issues. 

Increasing Importance of Alternative Dispute Resolution
Of course, understanding a country’s legal system also means knowing how it approaches 
alternative dispute resolution procedures. No book on global litigation would be complete 
without such information, and the chapters here explain the different ways in which different 
legal systems use alternative dispute resolution procedures, and the interplay between those 
procedures and that country’s judicial system. 

Alternative dispute resolution procedures are, as the chapters in this book reflect, becom-
ing widely used around the world as an efficient alternative to formal litigation. Despite 
their widespread acceptance, the responses are interesting because they reveal a number of 
differences between how countries approach alternative dispute resolution methods. Some 
countries favour arbitration, while mediation is more prevalent in others. Additionally, the 
procedure for recognising and confirming the results of arbitration or mediation can also 
differ dramatically between countries, as is reflected in the information about the different 
jurisdictions featured in this book. 

Another issue that differs widely between countries is the ability to bring class action 
lawsuits. This form of litigation is, perhaps, often considered to be closely associated with 
litigation in the United States. Indeed, the chapters illustrate that many countries, such as 
Germany and Switzerland, do not generally permit class action lawsuits. And, even in juris-
dictions like England and Wales where class actions are available, they are generally not 
widespread. 

However, a review of the jurisdictions covered in this book reveals that representative 
actions are fast becoming part of the law in many different countries. Within the past few 
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years, an increasing number of jurisdictions have enacted legislation that permits representa-
tive actions and, in some cases, also allows litigation funding by way of contingency arrange-
ments. For example, in February 2014, a new law took effect in France that permits certain, 
narrow types of ‘opt-in’ class actions. Similarly, in 2012, the law in Mexico changed to per-
mit certain types of class action lawsuits. And this procedural device is being used - already, 
Mexican courts have seen class action lawsuits related to claims arising out of the Deepwater 
Horizon disaster and oil spill in the Gulf Coast, which may not have been possible before that 
legislation took effect. In Europe, the Netherlands has a relatively unique law that permits 
the settlement of certain multi-jurisdictional suits on a class-wide basis. 

The increasing number of jurisdictions throughout the world that permit class action liti-
gation, and the increasing use of this procedural device, presents a number of interesting 
strategic issues for litigants to consider. 

Although the world is becoming ever smaller, as you will see from this book there are 
still significant differences between the legal systems in different countries. When crafting 
a global litigation strategy, and particularly when dealing with parallel actions in different 
jurisdictions, we think it important to understand the similarities and differences between 
those jurisdictions. We hope that you will find this book a practical and useful starting point 
in that analysis.




